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Purpose
Flipgrid acts as a discussion board tool to help student 

engagement. This is done through creating grids with topics and 

the students upload videos to respond to the topic.

Pros and Cons
Pros Cons

Free for everyone Students may not be comfortable recording 

themselves or uploading a selfie

Once students have joined your grid, they 

don’t need to re-enter the code and they 

will see new topics that are created

Able to accomplish the same thing in 

D2L which may be more efficient (More 

information under the “D2l Comparison” 

section)

Easy for students to upload videos in the 

app

Although any age range can use it, it feels 

like it is geared more towards elementary 

and middle school aged children

Has Microsoft Immersive Reader Tool built 

into the program for wider accessibility

Can auto-generate captions

Able to restrict who has access to the grids

Students can respond to each other’s 

videos

Can add co-pilots who are able to have 

control over grids (this is great for TA’s - 

more information in the section “Teaching 

Assistants / Learning Assistants”)
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How to Use FlipGrid
1. Go to flipgrid.com and sign up as an educator

http://flipgrid.com
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2. Once your account is made go to the “My Grids” tab at the top of 

the page

3. Then click on the “Add New Grid” button

4. A pop-up will appear that asks you to do the following: 
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a. First, name your grid

i. It would be best to name your grid based on the overall 

focus of the grid and topics (if you are using it for 

multiple classes or sections include the specific class or 

section in the title)

ii. Example: FI 311 Chapter 10

b. Second choose how students will be able to access the grid, 

either through their student emails or PID

i. If you choose school emails you will have to enter the 

domains that are allowed to access the grid

ii. If you choose PIDs you will have to upload a list of their 

PIDs

c. Finally, you can choose to customize your flip code which is 

what students will type in to join your grid. 

d. When you are done click the “Next” button in the bottom 

right corner
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5. Once you have made your grid you can create topics for the 

students by clicking the “Add New Topic” button

6. A pop-up will appear that asks you to do the following:

a. Create a title for the topic

b. Choose how long students’ videos can be

c. Then enter the prompt of the question that you want the 

students to answer

d. You can also upload optional media to help the students with 

their answers

i. This could be great if you have a video you want the 

students to watch and respond to

e. You can click the “More Options” button at the bottom to 

customize your topic (more information about this is found 

in the section “About Topics”)
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7. When you have entered everything click the “Create Topic”

button on the bottom right

a. You can share specific topics through a link or a QR code

8. Students respond to the topics by recording a video and

uploading it with a selfie

a. When students record, they can add a photo, add emojis,

draw, or use a whiteboard to enhance their response

Grids
• Grids are where you keep your topics

• All of your grids will be kept under the tab labeled “My Grids” at

the top of the page

• To edit a grid, click on the pencil icon

• You are able to hide grids if you aren’t ready for students to see

them

 ° In grid settings, scroll down to features and click on the drop 

down menu under status, select hidden
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• Can receive notifications when students post

 ° In the grid settings, scroll down to features and click the 

“Notifications” drop down menu to select how often you 

want notifications

• You can customize the grid photo

 ° In grid settings, scroll down to the “Personalize” section and 

upload or choose what photo you want
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• Grid features carry through to the topics you post

Topics
• Topics are specific questions your students respond to

• When creating a new topic, if you click “More Options” at the 

bottom you can customize your topic

 ° You can add Topic Tips which can act as reminders of what 

students should include in their responses

 ° You can also include attachments that relate to the question 

being asked

 ° Turning on video moderation allows you to view posts before 

they are made public

 ° If you don’t want your students to be able to upload videos 

yet, go to “Topic Status” and under “status” you can either 

hide your topic by choosing the “hidden” option or make 

your topic public but not allow submissions by choosing the 

“frozen” option
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 ° You can change settings so students can edit their videos 

after recording, give their videos titles and also “like” other 

students’ videos

 ° Finally, you can choose how students receive their feedback 

by selecting either basic or custom

 ■ If you select basic, they will be graded on ideas and 

performance. If you choose custom you can upload your 

rubric

• To edit an existing topic, click on the pencil icon, next to the 

“Actions” drop down menu
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Teaching Assistants / 
Learning Assistants
• You can give your TAs/LAs access to you grid and the topics 

included in that grid by making them co-pilots

 ° Co-pilots must have Flipgrid accounts

• Co-pilots have full access to the grid and topics like the owner 

but they cannot delete the grid or add other co-pilots

• To designate someone as a co-pilot

 ° In your dashboard, select “My Grids”

 ° Select the grid you want to add a co-pilot to and select the 

“Actions” drop down menu

 ° Click on “add co-pilots” and enter their email
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Feedback
• To give students in depth feedback you can use the comment 

section and the rubric(either basic or custom) to let students 

know how they did

 ° Choosing either basic or custom rubrics is done when 

creating the topic byselecting the “More Options” button. 

More information on this can be found under“About Topics”

• To give Feedback

 ° Click on the student’s response, and type in the box labeled 

“Comments”

 ° To give them a numeric grade on the rubric click on the drop 

down boxes under the header “Grading Rubric”

 ° To share the feedback either email it directly to the student 

or send them the link if they don’t have email access.

Extra Features
• Mixtapes

 ° This allows you to create a playlist of videos
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 ° This could be useful for showing students examples of good 

responses

 ° To do this, select the videos from a topic you want to add, 

then click on the “actions” drop down menu and click “Add 

to Mixtape”. To access your mixtapes click on “My Mixtapes” 

at the top of the screen
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• Spark

 ° Sparking a response creates a new Topic in the grid based 

on that unique response as the Topic Resource

 ° This would be useful if you want students to elaborate on a 

specific student response

 ° To do this select the video you want to spark, click on the 

“Actions” drop down menu and click “Spark Response”. 

Doing this will open a new window that allows you to create 

a new topic. After sparking a response a flame icon will 

appear on the response selfie
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• Vibes

 ° Vibes are a way to give students short positive feedback, 

that can be seen by all students

 ■ There is a character limit, if you want to give more in 

depth feedback go to the “Feedback” section of this 

document

 ° Vibes will be displayed at the top of the student’s video

 ° To do this, click the student’s response you want to leave a 

vibe on

 ° Click on “Leave a Vibe” that appears at the top of their 

video, then type your message in the field labeled “Vibe”

 ° Once you have finished, click update response at the bottom 

of the window
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• Disco Library

 ° The disco library is a space for educators to share their 

flipgrid layouts

 ° To access this click on “Disco Library” at the top of the page. 

If you want to add a topic click the “Add a Topic” button on 

the right and fill out the information. When you’re finished 

click the “Share topic” button in the bottom right.
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 ° If you want to search grids you can look at the Flipgrid 

Weekly Hits or the Featured Disco Playlists. If you want to 

search, scroll down till you see a search bar and type in what 

kind of grid you are looking for.
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D2L Comparison
• D2L also has a discussion board feature which allows students to 

post their responses and professors have the ability to customize 

it

 ° You can hide other responses until the student posts

 ° Students can respond to each other

 ° You can add multiple discussion questions

 ° You can hide discussion questions until you are ready for 

your students to see them

 ° Flipboard only lets students upload videos while D2L 

discussion boards allows students to type their response and 

also upload a photo or video

 ° In most cases it would make more sense to use D2L for 

discussion boards becausestudents are familiar with it 

and you’re already using D2L for your class. This would 

keepeverything in one place instead of adding one more 

website/app for students to keeptrack of

Additional Information
• Listed below are links for more information on FlipGrid

 ° Getting Started on FlipGrid

 ° Remote Learning with FlipGrid

 ° FlipGrid Educator's Guide

http://blog.flipgrid.com/gettingstarted
https://blog.flipgrid.com/news/remotelearning
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzZGEfOtEWqPcGUzcFd2RzRjYTQ/view
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